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Our topic this morning is a good topic to consider in light of our celebration of Veterans Day. I begin with 
a reminder of some events during WWII. On September 7th, 1940, London, England, became the target 
of the German Luftwaffe’s attack. The day would become infamously known as Black Saturday. It took 
days for fires from those attacks in London to stop burning.  Arthur Neville Chamberlin, who had been 
Prime Minister of England at the time, had tried to appease Hitler and even boastfully returned to 
England with the Treaty of Munich (1938). The treaty essentially bought Hitler time as he annexed 
country after country in Europe. Here is what Martin Lloyd Jones, a pastor at Westminster Abby in 
London during WWII, says several years later as he muses over the ideas of peace and what England had 
experienced during WWII. “You can postpone war by appeasement; but it generally means that you were 
doing something that is unjust and unrighteous in order to avoid war. The mere avoidance of war does 
not make peace, it does not solve the problem. This generation ought to know that with particular 
certainty. No; it is not appeasement.” (Martin Lloyd Jones, Studies on the Sermon on the Mount (Grand 
Rapids; WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976), 121). The very point is clear, that peacemaking 
doesn’t automatically imply appeasement just to “keep the peace.” But is this perspective biblical? How 
do we understand the Biblical teaching of peacemaking? First, let me give you some tools for studying 
any topic in scripture. 

I. Biblical presuppositions that guide my conclusions. Presupposition number 1, Christ’s teaching 
upholds all of scripture, it does not usurp it. This point is easily seen if we take time to consider what 
Jesus says in just a few more verses from our text. Matt 5:17, “Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” Jesus also employs 
corrective instruction that yields the same commitment to the entirety of scripture by using the 
formula, “you have heard that it was said of old…but I say unto you.” (Mt 5:21-22, 27-28, etc) Jesus is 
not repudiating the O.T. scriptures; rather, He is correcting false presumptions and upholding the O.T. as 
divinely authoritative. To our point then, the teaching on peace and war, the use of speech to bring 
peace or stir up strife, relational responsibilities that will undergird peace, all things like these in the 
O.T. are in harmony with what Jesus is teaching to His audience. So if you are reading the O.T. and are 
presuming that because it is in the O.T. and we are in a N.T. context we are less responsible to the 
authority of the O.T., I am reminding you that Jesus never functioned under that presumption. 

Presupposition number 2, the Bible interprets the Bible. Here I mean only to underscore the claims 
that the Bible makes of itself, and of those who were used to pen its books. First consider the Bible’s 
claims to divine authorship. 2 Tim 3:16, “All scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
competent, equipped for every good work.” 2 Peter 1:20-21, “Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy 
of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” The Bible claims divine 
authorship through human hands. Secondly, the Bible claims that those used by God to write scripture 
knew that they were being used in this way. The O.T. phrase, “thus says the LORD,” was a statement 
by the prophets concerning the originator of their words. Peter underscored their accurate perspective 
when he says in 1 Peter 1:10-11 “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the 



grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of 
Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.” 
Even the apostles knew that their words for the church were breathed out by God. Consider how Peter 
distinguishes the words of Paul. 1 Pet 3:15-15 “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as 
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as he does in all his 
letters when he speaks of in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
Scriptures.” There the great Apostle Peter is recognizing the divine authority with which Paul wrote, and 
includes Paul’s writing in the same vein as the Old Testament scriptures. 

Now, why is it important to understand these presuppositions? Again, it’s important, first of all because 
it means that the Old Testament and New Testament are of equal authority. It means also that the words 
of Paul the Apostle, or Peter the Apostle, or John the Apostle, are of equal authority when speaking 
“thus says the Lord” as were the words of Jesus Christ when they were spoken. And they are of equal 
authority because they are the very words of Christ, as Peter reminds us. So these presuppositions allow 
us to consider O.T. teaching on passages of war, or passages of criminal correction, are congruent with 
Jesus’ teaching and understanding of peace and God’s view of peacemaking. The teaching of the 
New Testament outside of Jesus’ teaching in the gospels is also congruent with the O.T. teaching, and 
the teaching of Jesus. The difference is that in the New Testament is underscored that we are not 
fighting for an earthly kingdom, as Israel had responsibility to steward as a picture to the nations of 
God’s ultimate teaching of a heavenly Kingdom. So what does the Bible teach about peacemaking? 

.II. Considering the Context & Content There are several things that we could deliberate on, for 
instance the blessing of the believer that now we reflect that characteristic of God in such a way that 
God calls us His sons. We are part of the family all you men and women, boys and girls, who have by 
faith received Jesus Christ’s grace of forgiveness from sins. We could focus on the interplay of peace 
with our enemies as seen in 5:44 – 45. But let me take a broader approach in order to show you how to 
find and apply parallel teaching in the O.T. I begin by calling to our rememberance that the Bible of the 
original audience was the O.T. They would have been informed by passages like Genesis 4 where the 
first murder experienced in this world and the consequent social pressures that ensued. They would have 
been familiar with Gen 6:11 where Moses writes that the earth was filled with violence. They would 
have been familiar that in that circumstance God judged the world severely for the systemic evil present 
in man. But soon we read of God establishing a nation to whom was given means of enjoying peace with 
God and with mankind; the synopsis of these teachings being to love God and our fellow man. But there 
was one misunderstanding of scripture that plagued the people of Israel, including the disciples of Jesus 
Christ. They assumed the coming of the Messiah to include the physical destruction of Israel’s enemies. 
In Acts 1:6, when Jesus rose again from the dead and presented Himself to the many brethren their 
question was, “will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” They were looking for Christ to wipe 
out their enemies instead of seeing that the greatest enemy that Jesus Christ had come to destroy was 
sin and death. Jesus’ response is interesting, He basically says it is none of their business. Their business 
was to do the work that God had given them.  



Why is that helpful to our discussion? Simply, the primary act of peacemaking that Jesus wants to 
highlights is the peace of the soul with God. This is Paul’s point when he says in Eph. 2:14 “For he 
himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in the place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in 
one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.”  There are some key words and phrases here. 
One key word is that Jesus is our peace. He is our peace because He has taken the condemnatory 
aspects of the law, and by His sacrifice on the cross silenced them for all who through faith trust in His 
salvation. Another key phrase is that our greatest threat was our unreconciled nature with God. It is 
our greatest danger because God will not support sin and will exact justice upon all who sin. The only 
way to reconcile us to God is to deal with our sin. Jesus dealt with our sin by fighting to the death. Here 
is another key phrase, that Jesus is our peace because He has killed the hostility. The only way to 
provide peace was a radical expulsion of the cause of mankind’s lack of peace, which was sin.  

So, we dovetail with the beginning of our study. Peace doesn’t mean an appeasing at any costs 
pacifism. Jesus killed the hostility. That is violent language. He did so to give us peace. So a 
peacemaker is someone who distinguishes true danger, and does what is just in order to protect 
those in need. This is why Jesus can say in Matt 10:34, “Do not think I have come to bring peace to the 
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” Does that mean that Jesus Christ is calling us to 
violence? No. But let’s ask the question, what is the sword of Christ? Rev. 1:16 makes clear that from 
Christ’s mouth comes a sharp two-edged sword. Now we know that Revelation if filled with allegorical 
language. The literal reading of a text means that we do not force unnatural imagery to be literal. A 
sword coming from a mouth might make a cool tattoo, but we know from the use of God’s speech in the 
Bible, and from a natural reading of the text, that this is referring to Jesus’ words. Jesus speaks truth 
in order to inform the heart and mind of the plans of God. He does so at great cost and risk to 
Himself. So a Christian peacekeeper is one who is committed to the truth for the sake of 
reconciliation, and does what is in his or her abilities to bring it to pass.  It is like a Dr. who tells you 
the bad news relating to physical state. His words seem to rob us of peace, but in reality they are words 
that set us in alignment with reality, and the potential of healing, or at least getting my house in order; 
they are not evil words, they are a kindness. The evil is the sickness that is being now understood.  

Further, Jesus tells us exactly what we are to say to bring peace. “Go and make disciples, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you!” The Gospel message, which Jesus commands we take, as well as the 
implications of the gospel, that is the teaching of the Word of God, is the greatest tool of 
transformation and unification of any peoples, and it is the waving banner of the eternal kingdom. 
We are not peacemakers in the biblical and Christian sense if we will not uphold AND proclaim the gospel 
of peace. The word of God, understood first by the gospel God is that good medicine for the soul. In 
point of fact, the gospel is identified as the gospel of peace in Ephesians 6:15, and is part of the armor 
of God. What part of the armor does it represent? It represents the shoes of the Christian soldier. What 
moves us is a gospel that brings peace. What sustains us is THE gospel that brings peace. 

So let me just highlight what happens when the gospel is proclaimed as it should be and is the primary 
focus of the Christian church. In a sermon preached by John Piper, he recounts some conclusions that 
Professor Robert Woodberry makes on missions. Robert Woodberry is director of The Project of Religion 
and Economic Change, and senior research professor at Baylor University. Here is how Piper cites this 



research and the conclusion that is made. Remember we are considering the effects of the Gospel of 
Peace upon our world.  

The work of missionaries turns out to be the single largest factor in insuring the health of nations. The positive effect of 
missionaries on democracy applies only to conversionary Protestants. Protestant clergy financed by the state, as well as 
catholic missionaries prior to the 1960s, had no comparable effect in the areas where they worked. Areas where conversionist 
protestant missionaries had a significant presence in the past are on average more economically developed today, with 
comparably greater health, lower infant mortality, lower corruption, greater literacy, higher educational attainment, 
especially for woman, and more robust membership in non- governmental associations. There were, and are, racist 
missionaries and missionaries who do self-centered things. If that were the average effect we would expect that the places 
where the missionaries had influence to be worse than the places where they weren’t allowed, or were restricted in action, 
and we find exactly the opposite on all kinds of outcomes. Most missionaries didn’t set out to be political activist, but 
came to colonial reform through the backdoor. All these positive outcomes were somewhat unintended. 

Piper concludes from this: The way for missionaries to achieve the greatest social and cultural transformation is not to 
focus on social and cultural transformation, but to focus on gospel conversion. Or another way: missionaries will lose their 
cultural transforming power if they make cultural transformation their energizing focus.  

With that in mind I would like to show you the paths in which God is directing us as a church. We have a 
growing number of people concerned about going to the mission field for a season or for the rest of their 
lives. Lucas and Lauren, you will also hear of Kyle and Mikayla. In the last 4 years God has allowed us to 
send the Fitzwaters, the Hartmans, and the Dills, as well as grow in our aid to other missionaries. But 
God seems to be adding more fuel to this fire. Not only are we sending people, but as with Allen and Abi, 
God is bringing them back to us to add experienced missionaries to our numbers. In those steps of faith 
another opportunity has been given us, and that is to become the overseeing church of an active and 
vibrant short term mission. I look forward to speaking about this more, but several weeks ago Scott 
Strauss, who has been in our church before talking about the medical teams, approached me about 
considering becoming the church overseeing this ministry. We brought it to the elders and through prayer 
have concluded that it would not only benefit our church, but the ministry that has proven to be so 
faithful over the years. Scott’s oversight on these trips has not only organized teams to do medical 
missions, construction related missions, but more importantly, has focused the primary reason for these 
trips as being evangelistic to whatever country they find themselves serving, as well as edificatory to the 
church present in those countries. I look forward to introducing more in the coming weeks. I simply want 
to commend you on this, as you have leaned in on missions with us as pastors and elders, we have seen 
God begin to put things together for us in ways we couldn’t have planned. Let us be steadfast in our 
communication of the gospel of peace, and trust God with the outcomes of salvations and transformed 
cultures.  

Blessed are peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  


